
STEM Action Center Draft of Annual Spending (SY1516) 

Based on Action Items discusses during Sept 24, 2015 Board Meeting  

ACTION SY 1516 (FY16) 
-Total expendable budget = 

$250,000 

SY 1617 (FY 17) 
-PROPOSED expendable 

budget = $1M 

SY1718 (FY18) 
-PROPOSED expendable 

budget = _______? 

1) Support 
INDEEDS 

-100% external funds 
-Approximate funds 
received as of today: 
$10,000 
-Current spending authority 
$100,000 

-100% external funds, grants 
-Approximate funds $10,000 
-Proposed an additional 
$500,000 in spending 
authority 
-Should this be increased? 
 

-Will request an additional 
$_______ in spending 
authority 

2) Support FIRST 
Robotics 

-$50,000 in funding 
 
-$25,000 to support event 
and $25,000 for student 
travel to event 

- Continue with same level 
of funding or 
increase/decrease amount? 
-Send a set amount to FIRST 
directly? 
-Allow students to apply for 
student grants for travel? 
 

- Increase amount to 
_________? 
-Send a certain amount to 
FIRST directly? 
-Allow students to apply for 
student grants for travel? 

3) Support iSTEM -Support a portion of a 
strand or teacher credit/PD?  
-How can this model be 
scaled up since there is 
typically a wait list of ~ 
_________ teachers? 
-Estimate $10,000 
 

-As of yet, need is 
undetermined? 

-?? 

4) Support Math, 
Science and 
ELA statewide 
teachers 
conference 

-$1000 to support online 
streaming and archiving of 
the PD sessions and keynote 
speakers. 

-Provide support (with SDE) 
for awards ceremony dinner 
for the Presidential math 
and science teacher 
awards? 
-Approximate cost $1,000 
 
-Support travel/PD of 
presidential winners to 
national conference? 
-Estimate: $6,000 
-Support Idaho Math 
Teacher of the Year with 
travel/PD to a national 
conference? 
-Approximate cost $3,000 
 

-Provide support (with SDE) 
for a joint awards ceremony 
dinner for the Presidential 
math and science teacher 
awards? 
-Approximate cost $1,000 



5) Support Digital 
Library Access 
for Higher Ed 
and Pre-
Service 

-$50/professor 
-100 licenses total 
-$5,000 

-Hold this funding constant 
until there is a needs 
assessment. 
-$5,000 

-Hold this funding constant 
until there is a needs 
assessment. 
-$5,000 
 

6) Classroom 
Projects Grants 

-1/3 of the Utah amount is 
approximately $45,000? 
-Max grant amount is 
$2,500 
 
-This level of support would 
fund ~18 Idaho classrooms 
 

-Increase the classroom 
amount to $90,000 for a 
total of ~36 classrooms  
 
-Add student grants of 
~$125,000 (~1/3 of Utah) 
ranging up to $2,500?? 
 

-Continue to increase this 
amount OR level off and begin 
to focus on PD with additional 
funds? 

7) Statewide 
STEM Roll Out 

-Hire a PT STEM fair 
contractor to help evaluate 
current Idaho and national 
practices. Will help lead 
coalition to implement the 
event by SY1617   
-Cost: ~1,200 per month 
(Nov – June) = $15,000 
 
-Consider a visit with Board 
to national STEM 
competitions (~$8,000) 

-Implement a statewide 
STEM Fair 
-Hire PT contractor/event 
planner to oversee the roll 
out including the regional 
and statewide event 
(~$35,000) 
-Work with industry to fund 
winners (amount TBD) 
-Use student grants to 
support travel to statewide 
event (~$20,000)? 
-Monies for event 
sponsorship: $50,000? 
 

-Continue STEM Fair 
-Hire PT contractor to oversee 
program (~$25,000) 
-Use industry to fund winners 
(amount TBD) 
-Use student grants to support 
travel to statewide event 
(~$30,000) 

8) Website 
Design 

-How much will this cost? 
-Work through Dept. of 
Labor/Commerce contract 
or do we need additional 
funding? 
-Set aside $10,000 
 

-Minor updates managed in 
house 
-Budget $5,000 

-Minor updates managed in 
house 
-Budget $5,000 

9) Public 
Awareness 
Campaign 
 

-Work with KBOI Channel 2 
to determine method and 
industry inputs/sponsorship 
-Set aside $25,000 
 

-Additional funding request 
to support this activity 
through summer 2016? 

-?? 

10) Logo 
 

-Have requests into 
fiver.com  
-If not, reach out to industry 
with graphic design 
capabilities to draft logo 
-Estimate $1,000 
 

  



11) Marketing 
Materials 

 

-Banner for table displays, t-
shirts, bags, pens/pencils, 
magnets, brochures, etc. 
with logo 
-Estimated Cost: ~$20,000 
 

-On-going costs ~$20,000 -Ongoing costs ~$20,000 

12) Required Data 
Elements 

 

-Work with State Board and 
SDE to collect proposed 
baseline data elements 
-Minimal costs absorbed by 
SDE and State Board 
 

-Work with State Board and 
SDE to collect proposed 
baseline data elements 
-Minimal costs absorbed by 
SDE and State Board 

-Work with State Board and 
SDE to collect proposed 
baseline data elements 
-Minimal costs absorbed by 
SDE and State Board 
 

13) Computer 
Science, 
Code.org, ITC 
and IDLA 

-Research feasibility of 
offering scholarships for 
teachers work become 
CompSci certified 
 
-How much does it cost to 
return to college and receive 
certification? 
 

-Add other STEM 
certifications? 
-Consider competitive 
scholarship program for 
STEM teaching certification? 
-Funding level _____? 
-Work with industry to find 
models which offer loan 
forgiveness to employees in 
fields of high need 
 

-Increase funding level to 
_________? 

14) STEM Connect 
(aka STEM 
Fest) 

            
       And/or  
  
STEM Day at the 
Fair 

-Research only this year to 
determine Idaho and other 
states’ activities 
-Attend Utah’s event in April 
and invite Board (cost 
$10,000) 

-Hire event planner and 
work through 
industry/university to 
determine feasibility of this 
event. 
-Cost ~$30,000 for event 
planner 
 
-Seek industry/university 
donations to host event, 
potentially at Western Idaho 
Fair or as stand alone event 
 

-Expand event with additional 
industry partners 

15) STEMentors  
 

-Research only this year to 
determine Idaho and other 
states’ activities 
-Conduct feasibility study 
  

-Potentially embed 
STEMentors into STEM Fair 
Competition Day since that 
is where the kids will be? 

?? 

16) STEM Bus 
 

Beginning discussions with 
Tosoro regarding funding 
possibilities for Idaho. 
 
 
 

  



17) PD Support 
and Pilot 
studies 
 

-Review findings of Utah 
including math and 
computer science products 
and outcomes 
-Determine which products 
are currently in use in Idaho 
schools. 
 

-Work with vendors to 
determine potential 
partnerships. 
-Determine if funding exists 
to support statewide use of 
various products. 
-Ask for funding in the 
budget to oversee this?  
(Includes 1FTE+university 
evaluator+ PD for 
teachers/students).  
-Utah used 8.5M for 10 
products, do we ask for 3-
4M for 3-4 products? 
 

-Ask for funding to support 

18) Emerging Ideas $50,000 
 

$300,000  

ESTIMATED  
TOTAL 
SPENDING: 

~$250,000 $1M + $600,000 spending 
authority 
 
Up to 4M +FTE? 

 

  


