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GOVERNOR CITES LEGISLATIVE SUCCESS, PROGRESS 
 

(BOISE) – Governor C.L. “Butch” Otter thanked members of the Legislature today for advancing his 

priorities for improving public education and workforce development, stimulating job creation, reforming the 

State’s criminal justice system and protecting Idaho’s natural resources. 

 

“And they did it all while showing the kind of fiscal responsibility and attention to the proper role of 

government that has been consistently lacking in our national government,” Governor Otter said. “The 

Legislature made significant progress on the most important issues facing Idaho, especially when it comes to 

addressing the recommendations of my Education Task Force and our shared K-through-Career goals.”      

 

The key successes include:  

 

 Fully funding the Governor’s K-12 budget recommendation, including a significant investment of $35 

million in operating funds and $13.4 million for continued investment in classroom technology.  

 

 Fully funding the Governor’s budget recommendation for K-12 teacher professional development, 

and adding $4 million in one-time funding to provide school districts with instructional content and 

curriculum in support of the Idaho Core Standards. 

 

 Implementing the Governor’s Education Task Force recommendations, including requirements for 

school district strategic plans emphasizing accountability and improvement, provisions for such advanced 

education opportunities as subject mastery and dual-credit, and providing $15.8 million for local 

discretionary awards for teachers who take on extra duties or leadership responsibilities.   

 

 Maintaining the Idaho Education Network with State support through next February in light of an 

unreliable federal funding stream. The IEN is a critically important learning tool for Idaho students and 

educators, continuing to provide opportunity to communities throughout the state. 

 

 Establishing criteria for protection of student data by directing the State Board of Education to develop a 

model policy that local school districts can use in adopting their own required data security policies.   

 

 Increasing Idaho’s investment in the Center for Advanced Energy Studies (CAES). An extra $1 million 

will be allocated for work being done at the Idaho National Laboratory facility in Idaho Falls, in 

collaboration with Idaho’s research universities. 



 Funding the Governor’s K-through-Career priorities, including $2.75 million for Idaho’s four-year 

college and universities to help achieve the goal of 60 percent of Idahoans ages 25-34 having a college 

degree or professional-technical certification by 2020; more than $1.33 million for the Post-Secondary 

Advanced Manufacturing Initiative; support for community college outreach in Idaho Falls and Sandpoint; 

and expansion of the University of Idaho’s law school program in Boise to a second year.    

 

 Enacting landmark Justice Reinvestment legislation to improve public safety, reduce recidivism and 

slow the growth of Idaho’s prison inmate population. Implementing the sweeping reforms will require a 

sustained commitment to prioritizing and improving supervision of probationers and parolees, but could 

save Idaho taxpayers up to $288 million in new prison spending over the next five years.  

 

 Passing the Idaho Reimbursement Incentive Act to help the State be more competitive in encouraging 

existing businesses and those considering expansion or relocation to Idaho to create more high-paying jobs. 

The performance-based economic development tool provides for reimbursement of up to 30 percent of State 

income, sales and payroll taxes that are paid by qualifying projects for up to 15 years. 

 

 Responsibly saving $36 million to help maintain critical State services in the event of another 

economic downturn. The Legislature prudently raised the cap on “rainy day” savings and allocated $24 

million to the Budget Stabilization Account, $10 million to the Public Education Stabilization Fund, and $2 

million to the Higher Education Stabilization Fund.  

 

 Allocating $15 million to more actively and effectively manage surface and underground water 

sources throughout Idaho. The funding will enable the State to plan and implement projects aimed at 

ensuring communities and industries from agriculture and manufacturing to recreation and tourism have the 

water they need for many years to come.  

 

 Allocating $5 million from the cigarette tax for statewide aquifer sustainability. The Idaho Water 

Resource Board will use the money to identify and fund recharge and other projects to enhance the long-

term health of our most precious natural resource.  

 

 Creating the Governor’s Wolf Control Board to provide coordinated management of the wolf population 

by the State, the agriculture industry and Idaho sportsmen in order to ease impacts on livestock and wildlife.   

 

 Authorizing development of behavioral health community crisis centers. The Idaho Department of 

Health and Welfare will lead the effort to establish regional crisis centers to address the immediate and 

short-term needs of those with mental health or substance abuse disorders – reducing the impact on local 

emergency rooms and jail cells.   

 

 Providing an additional $1 million for Idaho’s Constitutional Defense Fund. The funding will enable 

the Governor and other State officials to respond to challenges to the constitutionality of Idaho laws or 

defend against what State officials believe are unconstitutional federal requirements or restrictions.   

 

 Allocating funds for the transition of management at the Idaho Correctional Center. The appropriated 

money will enable the Idaho Department of Correction to staff up and assume management of the ICC from 

Corrections Corporation of America (CCA) on July 1 consistent with the decision to assume direct State 

control of Idaho’s largest prison from the private company with which Idaho has contracted since 2000.  

 

 Establishing a State Public Defender Commission to address shortcomings identified in the provision of 

public defense in Idaho counties. The legislation was developed by a legislative interim committee 

following three years of study by a subcommittee of the Governor’s Idaho Criminal Justice Commission. 
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