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BRAD LITTLE P.O. Box 83720 

Governor Boise, Idaho 83720-0195 

MICHAEL R. EDMONDSON 304 N. Eighth Street, Suite 149 
Administrator Boise, Idaho 83702-5833 

October 19, 2021 

June Shoemaker 
Deputy State Director, Resources 
Bureau of Land Management  
1387 S. Vinnell Way  
Boise, ID 83709 

RE: BLM – OSC Sage-grouse Mitigation Understanding 

Dear Ms. Shoemaker, 

This letter is in response to your August 26th letter regarding the BLM and State of Idaho’s MOA on 
Sage-grouse.1 The State of Idaho accepts your proposal to continue working collaboratively on sage-
grouse management, including mitigation, while we work to update the MOA to ease conflict with 
BLM policies resulting from Instruction Memorandum 2021-038.  

We appreciate that BLM’s continued commitment to recognize the designated state agency as a 
cooperating agency as this will promote effective coordination and communication. Up to this point 
the BLM and the State of Idaho have been working together to address any mitigation questions with 
the help of the State’s Habitat Quantification Tool and Mitigation Principles document. The State’s 
Mitigation Principles Document aligns with many of the same elements that are contained within 
Appendix F of the 2015 ARMPA including following the mitigation hierarchy and ensuring the 
immediate and long-term effectiveness of mitigation 

The State of Idaho agrees to continue to provide recommendations to the BLM regarding sage-grouse 
habitat management as well as compensatory mitigation consistent with the State’s Mitigation 
Principles Document and our mutual MOA. 

We look forward to continuing to work with the BLM on sage-grouse planning and conservation 
actions. Have your staff continue to work with my Terrestrial Program Manager and Policy Advisor, 
Joshua Uriarte. He can be reached at Joshua.uriarte@osc.idaho.gov or by phone at 208-332-1556. 

Sincerely, 

Mike Edmondson 
Administrator 

1 Letter Reference Number: 6840/9219 (930) 

Attachment 3

mailto:Joshua.uriarte@osc.idaho.gov























